
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

waste data interrogator  
A flexible search and report tool for waste data from operator 

monitoring returns from England 



Introduction 
 

The Waste Data Interrogator is a comprehensive database of 
information about the types and quantities of waste taken for transfer, 
treatment or disposal to sites permitted by the Environment Agency 
in England. 
 
There is so much information in the underlying data 
sets that summarising and publishing it in tables would not 
do it justice. It would also be extremely complicated for any 
user to manipulate. This interrogator tool, however, allows 
you, the user, to run your own queries, and presents the data 
to you in the way you choose. 
 
The flexibility which this solution provides helps 
‘power users’ (those who need to download and 
analyse large amounts of data) and users with specific 
one-off queries. There is no limit to the number of 
queries you can run. 
 
The tool is designed primarily for use by local 
authorities and others carrying out research on waste. 
It offers the opportunity to extract information down 
to individual sites, waste management activities, and 
single European Waste Catalogue (EWC) categories if 
required. You can group reports by geographic area, 
waste facility or waste type.  You can control the level 
of detail and the layout of results tables. 
 
The tool also provides some standard reports and the 
ability to create your own reports. 
 
Information for Wales 
 
On 1 April 2013 the responsibilities for environmental 
regulation were split between the Environment 
Agency (for England) and Natural Resources Wales 
 (for Wales). 
 
This means that the Environment Agency will be 
providing data from 2013 for England only.  Natural 
Resources Wales (NRW) will provide data for Wales. 

 
Part 1 explains the main menu and 
options available. 

 
Part 2 is a user manual. It gives you a step-by-step, 
button-by-button explanation of how the 
interrogator works, illustrated by screen-shots of 
selections and examples of results obtained. 
 
Part 3 sets out a series of worked examples. It starts 
by showing you a simple query and builds 
to more complex and detailed results set 
out in table format. 

 
Part 4 shows you how the standard and WPA 
reports work with some examples and how to 
save your own output. 
 
Part 5 sets out the limitations of data collected 
through site input returns; explains the different 
waste classifications and facility types; and 
provides a list of abbreviations. 
 
Use of the data 
 
A licence will be provided with this interrogator.  
Please note all the requirements before you use the 
data. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Part 1: The Main Menu 
This dataset has been published every year in an interrogatable format on a cd since 2006.  We also have 
provided the datasets as web downloads. We have updated and improved the format and output of the 
reports available.  The new main menu is set out below: 
 

 
 
Home Page 
This gives an overview of why we produce the interrogator tool and provides some useful links on the left 
hand side which includes the summarised  waste data on our web-site. 
 

Standard Reports 
You can run some  configurable standard reports with variables of reporting area and site category.  We 
also provide some one-click reports at national level. 
 

WPA Reports 
Reports at WPA level with many different options to produce a tailored output.  Variables include waste 
received and removed by site category, with additional reporting columns such as site details, site type, 
EWC and SOC levels. 
 

Interrogator 
The interrogator tool itself.  Details on how it works can be found in Part 2 with a worked example in Part 
3 of this guide. 
 

My Reports 
You can save the output from the interrogator here. 
 
Legal Notice 
This gives you information about how you can use this data  
 
About 
This section tells you how you can find out if we have updated the data since its initial release. 
 



Part 2: User Manual 
 
General 
 
Select Interrogator from the Main Menu. 
 
You control your selection by pull-down lists, clickable tick-boxes and ‘radio buttons’ (which is where you 
choose one item from a given group).  You are shown a single screen presented in two panes. You use 
the left hand pane (‘DATA OPTIONS’) to select which basic types of data you want to be included in your 
query. You use the right-hand pane (‘REPORT LAYOUT OPTIONS’) to specify how much of that data is 
displayed, how much detail is included and how the report tables are laid out. 
 
For example, set the query in the left-hand pane to request data for a region (say North West), and use 
the right-hand pane to set the output you’d like to see – say show the results at regional level, sub-
regional level (county), Wastes Planning Authority (WPA) level, or district level. 
 
You can set the number format in your output with either a thousand separator as a comma or not in the 
OPTIONS on the left hand side. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Choosing your data options 
 
1. Site location 
 
If you are interested in information on a specific area 
you can use the radio buttons under ‘Choose Facility 
Location’1 to specify the geographical area(s) you’d like 
a report on. 
 
You can select the area(s) you want to include in your 
query by scrolling down and clicking on the pull-down 
list. Or you can type the first part of the area name 
into the selection box and the Interrogator will go 
straight to the part of the list where it appears.  
Click the area(s) you wish to select. Your chosen 
area(s) will appear in the window on the right. 
 

 
 
The ‘Browse locations’ button presents you with a 
hierarchical system of selection. This is handy if you’re 
not sure of the individual districts within a region or 
county, and useful if you want to make a composite 
selection. 
 
Click on the magnifying glass to bring up a graphical 
view of locations, then check the box(es) for the 
region(s) you want. Or you can click the + sign to 
show its sub-regions (counties) or districts/unitary 
authorities. You can then check the boxes that appear 
for these constituent authorities to select the precise 
areas you want information for. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In the example shown below Leicestershire has been 
chosen. 
 

 
 

Once you have selected the area(s) you can 
control how that data is displayed by the selection 
you make in the right-hand ‘REPORT LAYOUT 
OPTIONS’ pane.                    
 

 
 
If you’ve chosen to get data for a single region and 
you check the box to show facility location by 
‘Region’, the output table will return a single data 
set. If you check the ‘Sub Region’ box the query 
will return data for each sub-region within the 
selected region. 
You can also choose to display data at WPA or 
district level. If you check more than one of these 
boxes the results table will show each of your 
selections in a separate column. 
In this example both Sub-Region and WPA are 
shown. You can get data for individual sites by 
clicking the ‘Include Site details’ check box in the 
‘Other Selections’ row. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



2. Waste Type 
 
Operators are required to provide information in their 
site input returns on the types of waste they accept. 
The majority of operators now use EWC categories to 
identify waste type. There are more than 900 
individual categories which can be grouped into 
hierarchical systems for reporting purposes. 
 
The most basic of these systems uses three categories: 
 
(1) inert/construction and demolition (sometimes 
referred to as C&D, or CDEW); (2) household/industrial 
and commercial, and (3) hazardous. 
 
We have been using this for reporting purposes since 
1998/9. It has been widely used by planners and in 
setting waste strategy targets. 
 
We now have access to more detailed data and we can 
use more sophisticated classification systems. We use 
Substance-Oriented Classification (SOC) as the main 
reporting format but the interrogator also allows you 
to specify EWC. 
 
You choose the waste type classification system for 
your report using the radio buttons under the ‘Choose 
Waste Types’ header. The first line in the selection 
allows you to choose reports which cover ‘all’ waste or 
one of the three ‘basic’ waste categories. 
 
If you click the radio button for ‘Inert’ or ‘Hazardous’ 
waste, all your subsequent choices of location, facility 
type, and detailed waste category will control how the 
data is presented, but the only records included in the 
query will be for inert or hazardous waste respectively. 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
The second line in the selection pane can be used 
independently of the first. This allows you to 
choose the waste classification system you want 
to appear in your report. 
 
Your choice of radio button will change the 
selection in the pull-down box. For example, if you 
select SOC you populate the pull-down box with 
the 13 standard SOC level 1 categories. You can 
select as many or as few as you wish. The 
categories you’ve chosen appear in the selection 
window on the right, where you can make further 
modifications if necessary. In the example 
below ‘Chemical compound wastes’ and ‘Chemical 
preparation wastes’ have been selected from level 
1 of the substance oriented classification. 
 

 
 
 
If you click the EWC radio button you populate the 
pull-down menu with a list of EWC waste types, 
ordered by Chapter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Using the browser 
 
You can use the browse facility together with your 
radio button choice to provide a more sophisticated 
selection by waste type When you click the SOC radio 
button the magnifying glass brings up a hierarchical 
selection matrix based on the 13 top-level SOC 
categories. You can then use the + signs to expand 
your selection options in order to chose categories at 
the next, more detailed, level. You can then select the 
waste types you want information for by clicking the 
check-boxes. 
 

The hierarchy allows you to create complex queries 
using the SOC classification. In the example shown we 
are seeking information on recyclable materials and 
have chosen glass, plastic, textiles and wood, together 
with other paper and cardboard wastes from the non-
metallic wastes SOC category. We’ve excluded ‘Waste 
paper and cardboard packaging’ and ‘Rubber wastes’. 
 

 
 

Reporting options 
 
You can use the ‘REPORT LAYOUT OPTIONS’ pane on 
the right to specify the level of detail you’d like in the 
results table, within the parameters you’ve already set 
in the ‘Data Options’ pane. There are a series of 
checkboxes under the ‘Show Waste Type By’ header 
that allow you to do this. 
 

The selections available in the ‘REPORT LAYOUT 
OPTIONS’ pane change to reflect the query you’ve 
set in the data pane. For example, if you’ve chosen 
SOC in ‘Data Options’ you can display the data in 
the output table showing the results broken down to 
SOC level 1, 2 or 3. You can show all three in separate 
columns by checking all the boxes or you can choose 
any combination of them. In the example shown we’ve 
chosen to show both SOC levels 1 and 2 in our results 
table. 

 

 

 
 

You can also use the checkboxes on the right of 
the pane to display additional information about 
your selection, such as which basic waste category 
(‘Category’) it falls into or the form of the waste 
(‘Waste form’) (solid, liquid, sludge, etc). 
 

 
 
3. Facility type 
 
We record input data against a set of facility 
types. These are based on categories in the 
regulations for permitting, charging and 
inspection, and are known within the Environment 
Agency as ‘A’ codes. 
 

We’ve reported site input data using these 
categories since 1998/9, which gives continuity 
and some potential for comparability/trend 
analysis. The classification is currently in transition 
as we are changing our permitting systems to 
reflect the Environmental Permitting Regulations 
2007 (EPR).   We use a set of ‘A’ codes which were 
modified to reflect changes introduced by the 
Landfill Directive in 2004/5 (when new classes of 
landfill site were introduced). In the future there 
will be more changes to reflect the impact of EPR. 
 

Choose the facility types you would like 
information for using the radio buttons under the 
‘Choose Facility Type’ header. You can choose ‘By 
Site Category’ or ‘By Facility Type’. ‘Site category’ 
offers a generic listing of facilities, grouped 
according to the type of activity undertaken on 
site, for example grouping all landfill together. 
Click on the drop-down list to select the 
category(s) you want information for. Your 
selection appears in the right-hand window. In the 
example shown below, landfill, treatment and 
metal recycling have been chosen. 
 

 



 

 
 

If you click the ‘By Facility Type’ button you will get a 
longer selection list. This allows you to specify the 
facilities to be reported at the highest possible level 
of disaggregation (individual) from the available data. 
 

 
 
Using the browser 
As with the ‘Location’ and ‘Waste Type’ selection 
tools, the browser button brings up a pick list that 
allows more precise selection, and the selection of 
categories from different levels of the hierarchy. The 
example below will produce information on all landfill 
inputs together with inputs to physical, physico-
chemical, biological and chemical treatment plants. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Choosing report layout options 
 
1. Select type of data required 
 
You can produce reports using three different sets 
of numerical data: ‘Waste received’ (site inputs); 
‘Waste removed’ (outputs); and ‘Number of 
facilities’. 

 
i) Waste received 
 

The default setting is tonnes of ‘Waste received’. 
When you choose this option your queries will 
produce results showing site inputs in tonnes. 
‘Waste received’ is a complete dataset and shows 
all deposits (inputs) at waste management 
facilities permitted by the Environment Agency. 
This data is part of a time series going back to 
1998/9 and can be used for time series and trend 
analysis. Information on waste origin is a sub-set 
of ‘Waste received’. 
 
ii) Waste removed 
 

The interrogator also contains information on the 
tonnages of waste removed from permitted 
facilities (now also required). Waste removed is 
not equivalent to waste inputs. In general it is 
limited to transfer and treatment activities. We 
have less detailed information on waste removed, 
as we cannot quality-check the data, and we only 
have robust information from 2005, so effectively 
this dataset is less robust than site inputs. It is the 
basis for reports on waste outputs and fates. 
 
iii) Number of facilities 
 

In addition to tonnage data (inputs and outputs) 
the database can also provide information on 
numbers of facilities. When you choose ‘Number 
of facilities’ your query will return lists showing 
counts of the numbers of facilities of the type(s) 
you’ve selected in the geographical area(s) you’ve 
selected. These queries will not return any 
information on waste type. 
 

 
2. Select columns to display 



 
The central section of the right-hand pane allows you 
to control the level of detail to display. You can choose 
the geographical level you want to show in the results 
table by using the check-boxes in the ‘Show Facility 
Location By’ row. If you want the query to return more 
than one level, for example ‘Sub Region’ (county) and 
‘District’, check both boxes. The county and district 
returns will appear in separate columns as shown in 
the example below. 

 
 
3. Waste type 
 
The ‘Show Waste Type By’ section adapts to reflect the 
waste classification system you’ve chosen in the left-
hand pane. If you’ve selected SOC the display options 
available are SOC 1, SOC 2 and SOC 3, representing the 
three standard groupings. If you select more than one 
level the results will appear in different columns. 

 
If you’ve chosen EWC, the display options available are 
EWC Chapter (2-figure), EWC Sub-chapter (4-figure), 
and EWC Code (6-figure). This allows you to access 
data for individual EWC categories. 
 

 
 

Basic Waste Category 

 
You can choose to display the basic waste 
category by ticking the ‘Category’ box under 
‘Waste attributes’ on the right of the screen. This 
will insert an additional column in your results 
table, showing which of the three basic waste 
categories the waste types selected in your query 
belong to (inert/C&D; household/Industrial/ 
commercial; or hazardous). In the example below 
tonnages of SOC level 2 waste types for sub 
regions are shown, with an additional column 
identifying the Basic Waste Category. 
 

 
 
Waste form 
You can also choose to display the ‘Waste form’ – 
solid, liquid, sludge, etc – by ticking the relevant 
box on the right of the pane. This will display the 
information in an additional column in your results 
table. 

 
 
4. Facility 
 
If you’ve selected ‘Include All’ or several 
categories or types of facility in the left-hand 
pane, you can also use the ‘By Site Category’ and 
‘By Facility Type’ checkboxes in the ‘Choose 
Facility Type’ row. This will then include a 
breakdown of site types in the results table. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

5. Other selections 
 
‘Include Site details’ 
 

When you tick this box you produce reports listing 
annual inputs or outputs for individual sites. The site 
is identified by its name. The example below shows 
part of a list of sites. 
 

 
 
Waste Fates 
(This option is only available when you have selected the ‘Waste Removed’ 
radio button)  
 
When you check this box you add a column to your 
results table showing annual outputs from the 
selected facilities by fate. Fate data (what happens to 
waste that leaves the site, and where it is then taken) 
is recorded on site return forms. Operators are asked 
to choose from a list limited to six options (incinerator; 
landfill; recycling; reprocessing; transfer; and 
unknown). 
 
 

 
 

The example below shows part of the results table 
for waste removed. 
 

 
 
6. Table layout options 
 

The radio buttons and pull-down lists in the lower 
section of the right-hand pane give you more 
control over formatting your results tables. 
 

When you click a radio button and select one of 
the pull-down categories you create a table from 
the data you’ve chosen using the selected 
category as the column headers. The example 
below shows how you can transform the table 
above – showing waste type, fate and quantity – 
into something that is more useful and easier to 
understand. 
 

In this case the ‘Waste output fates’ button was 
selected. This reordered the data into a table with 
fates set out in columns. 
 

 
 
The ‘Options for Table Layout’ section of the right-
hand pane allows you to choose facility location, 
waste type and facility type as columns. This adds 
structure to your results tables. You can use the 
linked pull-down lists to specify the level of detail 
in the columns. 

 
 

 
 



 
In the example below, ‘Sub Region’ has been selected 
in a query on waste inputs by facility type. It produces 
a results table with facility types in the rows and sub 
regions (counties) as column headings. 
 

 
 
Similarly, if you click the ‘Waste by’ radio button and 
select ‘Basic Waste Categories’, you produce the 
following result: 
 

 
 
Waste origin 
 

(This option is only available when you report by ‘Site category’ or ‘Facility 
type’ and ‘Waste received’). 
 
The Operator site return form asks for information 
on the ‘Origins’ of the waste that comes into a site. 
Where data is supplied the entry is normally 
completed showing the town or county where the 
waste came from. This is the closest the interrogator 
can come to providing information on waste arisings.5 

 
If you click the ‘Origins’ radio button and select from 
the pull-down list you can generate a results table 
showing where the waste deposited in the area came 
from. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
The query shown below asked for waste deposits  
broken down by SOC  level 1.  The results table 
shows the quantity of waste deposited and the 
regions it came from. The list of origins – shown as 
column headings in the results table below – 
includes Scotland, Northern Ireland and ‘Outside 
UK’. 
 
In the example below, a substantial quantity of 
waste is shown as ‘NOT CODEABLE’. This is the 
quantity of waste where operators have not 
completed the field asking for the origin of the 
waste. 
 
If you also wanted to know where waste 
originating in the a region was exported to, you 
would have to run a series of queries for each 
region and extract the data on waste originating in 
the region from them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

Part 2: Worked Examples  
These worked examples are designed to demonstrate how the 
interrogator works.  They are presented in a series of steps that take 
you from a simple starting point to a complex query.  All the 
examples are based on the 2010 data set.  The examples all 
assume you are starting from the default settings when you open the 
interrogator. 
 
 
1.  How much waste was deposited 
in the planning region East 
Midlands? 
 
On the ‘DATA OPTIONS’ pane, select East Midlands 
from the pull-down list by clicking on the down arrow 
button.  See Figure 1 below: 
 
Figure 1 
 

 
 
 
DATA OPTIONS 
Use the data options section to filter out, or limit, 
the data you want in your report. 
 

By selecting ‘East Midlands’ the report will only 
return totals for waste sites in the East Midlands 
planning region. 
 
You are now ready to view the data. Click on the View 
data button on the lower right-hand side of the 
interrogator form. 
 
 
 
 

 
The results will be displayed in a query window 
(see Figure 2 below) and the total should be  
12,478,702 tonnes. As no report layout options are 
selected, all East Midlands inputs are grouped 
together in a single row showing total waste 
inputs. 
 
Figure 2 
 

 
 
Don’t clear your screen yet – the next example will 
continue with the same planning region. 
 
2. East Midlands – deposits by basic 
site category 
 
In Example 1 we found out how much waste was 
deposited in East Midlands, but not how the waste 
was managed. We don’t know how much of it went 
to landfill sites, transfer facilities or treatment 
plants. 
 
The basic site categories currently in use are: 
Landfill; Land disposal; Treatment; Transfer; and 
Metal Recycling Sites (MRS). We can easily get the 
totals by these categories by one additional click of 
the mouse. 
 
With East Midlands still selected from the previous 
example, click on the tick-box entitled Site 
Category in the REPORT LAYOUT OPTIONS pane.  
 
 



Figure 3 
 

 
 
 
REPORT LAYOUT OPTIONS 
The layout options pane is used to set, or limit, what 
data fields you want on your report. 
 
In the previous example we didn’t select anything in 
this section and the report returned one row of data 
 
Now click on the View data button to see the results 
(Figure 4): 
 
Figure 4 
 

 
 
You will see the totals against each basic site category. 
These will add up to the total calculated in Example 1. 
Click on the Export data button to save this data to an 
Excel spreadsheet and check the sum totals. Note the 
total for landfill is 4,314,133 tonnes. We will be 
working on that next. 
 
To recap, the settings so far are: 
 
• Data Options/Choose Facility Location: 
   Select ‘East Midlands’ 
 

• Report Layout Options/Facility: 
   Tick box ‘Site Category’ 
 
Don’t clear your screen yet as the next example will 
use these settings. Close the report window by clicking 
on the X button. 
 
 

3. Landfill in East Midlands by landfill    
type 
 
Now that we know the total amount of waste and 
how it was managed, we want to look in more 
detail at landfill activities and associated waste 
quantities for East Midlands. Make sure you have 
the same selections from Examples 1 and 2. 
 
To show only landfill sites in East Midlands we will 
use the DATA OPTIONS section to filter the data. In 
the Choose Facility Type box, select Landfill from 
the pull down list. See Figure 5 below: 
 
Figure 5 
 

 
 
Now go to the REPORT LAYOUT OPTIONS section 
and click on the Facility Type tick-box in the Facility 
box.  See Figure 6 below: 
 
Figure 6 
 

 
 
That’s it. You can now click on the View data 
button to see the results as shown in Figure 7. The 
totals should add up to  4,314,133 tonnes. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Figure 7 
 

 
 

To recap, so far we have selected: 
 
• Data Options/Choose Facility Location: 
   Select ‘East Midlands’ 
 
• Data Options/Choose Facility Type: Select ‘Landfill’ 
 
• Report Layout Options/Facility: 
   Tick box ‘Site Category’ 
 
• Report Layout Options/Facility: Tick box ‘Facility   
   Type’ 
 
Remember to close the report window before you 
continue. Don’t clear your settings, though. 
 
 
3. What types of waste went to landfill in 
East Midlands? 
 
We now want to look at waste types going to landfill 
in East Midlands. We can choose from two waste 
classification systems for viewing the data, the EWC 
and the SOC. We will use the SOC Level 1 in this 
example, which is grouped into 13 headings. 
 
Keeping the settings you have so far selected in the 
previous examples, go to the REPORT LAYOUT 
OPTIONS section and click on the SOC Level 1 check-
box in the Show Waste Type By box. See Figure 8 
below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 8 
 

 
 
Now click on the View data button to see 
the results in Figure 9: 
 
Figure 9 
 

 
 
We have now got a list of 42 lines and four 
columns, but it is not easy to read. It would be 
useful if landfill facility types were displayed as 
column headings rather than items of data. 
 
We can do this by using the functionality built in to 
the Options for Table Layout section at the foot of 
the REPORT LAYOUT OPTIONS section. See Figure 
10 below: 
 
Figure 10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Select the Facility by radio button which will highlight the pull-
down list box next to it. The default is ‘Site Category’, but we 
are working with landfills and want to see the facility types, so 
from the pull-down list select Facility Type. See Figure 11. 

 
Figure 11 
 

 
 

 
Table layout 
This method of displaying data is often referred to 
as cross-tabulation. It is similar to the way pivot 
tables are created in Excel. 
 
Now click on the View data button to see the results 
as shown in Figure 12. As you can see, the report is 
much clearer. 
 
Figure 12 
 

 
 
Finally, close the report window and click on the 
Export data button. This will export this table to an 
Excel spreadsheet and add up the totals. The total 
should be 4,314,133 tonnes as indicated in Example 2. 
This completes the worked examples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Part 4: Standard and WPA Reports  
 

Standard Reports 
You can run some  configurable standard reports with variables of reporting region and site category.  We also 
provide some one-click reports at national level. This section explains how to do this. 
 

 
 
 
Configurable reports 
There are five configurable reports that you can run. 
 
You can select your reporting criteria from: 
• one of the ten former planning regions or England 
 and  Wales 
• one of the five main site categories; landfill, 
 transfer, treatment, metal recycling or disposal in 
 or on land. 
 
Site category totals 
This report gives you the total tonnages by each 
deposit WPA and site type. 
 
Waste types (SOC) 
This report gives you tonnages in the main SOC 
categories by deposit WPA and site type. 
 
Waste types (EWC chapter) 
This report gives you tonnages in the main EWC 
categories by deposit WPA and site type. 
 

 
Origins (RPA) 
This report gives you the total tonnages by main 
waste category, deposit WPA and the regional origins 
of the waste. 
 
Origins (WPA) 
This report gives you the total tonnages by main 
waste category, deposit WPA and the WPA origins of 
the waste. 
 
Steps to run a report 
 
Select your reporting area and site category. 
 



 
 

 
 
Select the configurable report you are interested in. 
 

 
 
Click the View Report button to view the data. 
 

 
 

 
 
Click the Export to Excel button to save the data in 
Excel format. 
 
One-click reports 
There are ten one-click reports that you can run. These 
reports are all for England and Wales only. 

 
Site categories 
This report gives the total tonnage by main site type. 

 
Planning region / site categories 
This report gives the total tonnage by main site type and planning 
region. 

EWC chapter / Site category 
This report gives the total tonnage by main site type 
and EWC chapter. 
 
SOC chapter / Site category 
This report gives the total tonnage by main site type 
and SOC chapter. 
 
Waste removed / Site Category / SOC Group 
These reports give the tonnage of waste removed by 
either site category and fate or SOC group and fate. 
 
Steps to run a report 
 
Select your one-click report. 

 
 
Click the View Report button to view the data. 
 

 
 

Click the Export to Excel button to save the data in 
Excel format. 
 
Lists of sites that have submitted returns 
 
You can generate lists of sites that have submitted 
returns by clicking the links on the left hand side of 
this reporting pane. You can select site category at a 
national level or all site categories at a regional level. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

WPA Reports 
You can run some standard reports based on a selected Waste Planning Authority (WPA).  This section explains how 
you can do this 
 

 
 

 
There are eight waste flow reports based on waste 
received, waste removed and site category. 
The output for each report is: 
 
• Site category e.g. landfill 
• Site type e.g. inert landfill 
• Name of WPA selected 
• Recorded origin as submitted e.g. district. 
• Recorded origin – WPA location 
• Tonnage 
 
You can also add additional data columns to these 
reports.  These are: 
 
• EWC chapter 
• EWC chapter description 
• SOC category 
• SOC category description 
• Site permit type 
• Site details 
 
 
 

Selecting the WPA 
 
From the drop-down box at the top of the screen 
select the WPA you want to run a report on. 
 

 
 
Selecting the report 
 
From the Waste Flow Reports box select the report 
you wish to run. 
 
 

 



 
 
Then check the boxes of any additional data columns 
you wish to add to your report. 
 

 
 
Finally click on the View Report button to see your 
output on the screen or on the Export to Excel button 
to save your report in Excel format. 
 

My Reports 
This menu option allows you to save the queries you 
have run for future use. 
 
After you have selected your report options on the 
interrogator screen, you can either: 
 
• View the report 
• Print the report 
• Export the data  
• Save your report 
 
After viewing your data you can save the report for 
future use. 
 
To save a report: 
 
Click the save button. 
Type a name for your report when asked. 
 
 
 
 
 

To view a saved report: 
 
Select the My Reports menu option. 
 

 
 
Select a report from the list.   
 
By clicking the buttons on the right you 
can: 
• View a report 
• Export a report to excel 
• Delete a report 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Part 5: About the data 
This section explains the legislative requirements of this data and how 
waste data reporting has evolved over the last fifteen years. 

 
 

Data submission 
 
All the information in the Waste Data Interrogator is 
submitted by operators as a requirement of their 
permit. 
 
Waste management operations with environmental 
permits are required to provide quarterly or annual 
returns showing: 
 
• the types and quantities of waste they received 
• the types and quantities of waste they removed  

after carrying out the waste management 
activity  

 
The submission also requires details of origin and 
destination of wastes and, for waste removed and 
their intended fate. We refer to the submission as a 
waste return. 
 
Some operators legally challenged the requirement 
to provide details of origin and destination in 2004. 
They claimed that some of the data being sought 
was beyond environmental monitoring requirements 
and onerous to collect and supply. The High Court 
upheld their challenge. As a result, although we ask 
for this data, provision is not a mandatory 
requirement.  
 
Although many operators provide this data, some 
do not. If you run queries drawing on this data you 
should use the results with care because of this 
missing data. 
 
 
Data coverage 
 
Our data on quantities of waste produced and 
deposited is also incomplete because not all sites 
that handle waste are subject to the same   
regulatory regime.  Many are not required to submit 
waste returns data. 
 

Facilities exempt from permitting and those that  
are not subject to the permitting regime are not  
included.  This means that a significant proportion 
of waste that is recovered or re-used does not 
appear in our records.  
 
We are introducing the requirement for permitted 
processes that reprocess/use waste like paper 
mills, the metal recovery sector and cement kilns  
to submit waste input returns in the future. 
 
Similarly not all incineration activities we regulate 
have this requirement in their permits. 
This makes it difficult to identify total quantities 
of waste recycled or recovered with any certainty. 
Again, the introduction of the requirement for this 
sector is ongoing. 
 
Waste classification 
 
‘Basic’ waste classification 

 
Historically, variations in the way waste inputs were 
recorded by different counties and site types led us 
to adopt a ‘lowest common denominator’ approach 
to waste reporting.  In essence, this ‘basic’ 
classification identified inert/construction and 
demolition and hazardous wastes. We reported the 
remaining residual waste as mixed household, 
industrial and commercial.  
 
A requirement to report waste inputs using European 
Waste Catalogue (EWC) codes (see below) was 
introduced in 2004. This provided much-needed 
consistency and a much greater level of detail. 
Unfortunately, the codes are based on physical 
characteristics and, except for major industrial 
activities, do not differentiate by source. For 
example, the category ‘household and similar’ covers 
both municipal waste and the mixed general 
industrial and commercial waste produced by 
businesses.  

 



EWC/List of Wastes Regulation (LOWR) 
 
The EWC was introduced in the 1990s and has 
gone through a number of revisions. It is a hybrid 
classification. It began as a means to record 
(primarily) hazardous wastes produced by major 
industrial sectors. It evolved to include generic 
waste streams such as oils, solvents, construction & 
demolition and household wastes, reflecting the 
needs of developing legislation. It is a hierarchical 
classification system that divides wastes into 20 
chapters (2-figure), each with sub-chapters (4-figure) 
and individual waste codes (6-figure). There are 
more than 900 individual codes. 
The EWC became unwieldy and difficult to use for 
several reasons: 
 
a) frequent duplication of waste types between 
chapters; 
 
b) ‘mirror’ codes where hazardous and non-
hazardous 
wastes shared the same code, hazardous waste 
being identified by an *; 
 
c) ‘99s’ – each sub-chapter had a catch-all ‘other’ 
waste code (for example 10.01.99). These did not 
identify waste type adequately and tended to be 
overused. 

 
Recent revisions have addressed some of these 
problems. The latest version of the catalogue, now 
know as the ‘List of Wastes’ has given  ‘mirror’ 
hazardous waste codes their own entry and reduced the 
number of ‘99’ categories. 
 
SOC – Substance-Oriented Classification 
 
The Substance-Oriented Classification was introduced in 
an annex to the European Waste Directive (Eurostat) of 
2004. It is based on the EWC but regroups waste 
categories into substance-based classes. This avoids the 
repetition of the List of Wastes. It provides the structure 
for obligatory bi-annual waste reporting to Europe under 
Eurostat. The SOC breaks down into three levels of 13, 
39 and 71 categories. Most European reporting 
requirements are met by levels 1 or 2.  
 
SOC categories were revised by the EC in late 2010. but 
this was not applied to 2010 data.  The dataset reports 
to the new categories from 2012. 
 

Facility type 
 
We record input data against a set of facility types. 
These are based on categories established in the 
regulations for permitting, charging and inspection, 
known as ‘A’ codes. We’ve reported site input data 
using these categories since 1998/9, which gives 
continuity and some potential for comparability/ 
trend analysis. 
 
Our permitting systems are evolving continuously to 
reflect the introduction of new legislation, the most 
recent being the Environmental Permitting 
Regulations (EPR). Further changes in facility type 
reporting are inevitable as new legislation is 
introduced.  
 

 
Glossary of abbreviations 
 

C&D/CDEW  Construction & Demolition 
EPR           Environmental Permitting Regulations 
          2007 
EWC           European Waste Catalogue 
PPC           Pollution Prevention and Control 
SOC           Substance-Oriented Classification 
UKWC           UK Waste Classification 
WML           Waste Management Licensing 
WPA           Waste Planning Authority 
 


